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Synthesis of research findings


SYNTHESIS= means to combine separate
elements to form a whole
For a research-based essay this means you make a variety of connections among source material so that your papers are not  organised paper-by­ paper but are organised topic-by-topic to create an integrated text
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Synthesis of research findings: Starting out

Step 1: SORT= group similar pieces of information together Step 2: LABEL= label main sub-t opics/t hemes of sorted material Step 3: STRUCTURE= structure your information based on the
sub-t opics/ th em es you identified in step one. Create an outline with information progressing in a logical order.
This will help you identify gaps in your information.
[image: ]Step 4: DEVELOP= generate new ideas and draw conclusions based on the information you have read. This demonstrates you have understood what you have read not just repeated the ideas of others


Balancing description & synthesis

· crit ical synthesis means comparing, combining, and contrasting the literature►

excluding these elements only leaves description►

[image: ]b alancing synthesis & description informs the reader of the ideas contained in the literature


Balancing description & synthesis: Example

Descripti ve:
Jones (2006) said all Kiwis were boring. Black (2008) found that Kiwis were boring because they had no sense of hum our. In a more recent study Jones (2009) found that Kiwis were very poor at telling jokes. More recently Henwood (2012) claimed this was not the case because 7 Days audiences always laughed at his jokes and he's a Kiwi.
Critical:
Jones (2006) and Black (2008) both agreed that Kiwis were boring. However, Jones and Black disagreed on the reason why. Black claimed it was because Kiwis had no sense of hum ou r. By contrast, Jones (2009) claimed it was because Kiwis were very poor at telling jokes so rationlised this by saying that nothing was very funny so "what is there to laugh about ?". Henwood (2012) took a completely different view claiming it was the authors' of the studies who were devoid of humour, and said that the audience ratings for 7 Days
and the levels of laughter strongly counteracted Jones and Blacks claim s.	)	s


Synthesis with evidence

Use evidence
In the example on the next slide, the writers refer to several other sources when making their point. A research-based essay in this sense is just like any other academic research paper. Your interpretation of the available sources must be backed up with evidence to show that what you are saying is vaIid.

Be selective
Select only the most important points in each source to highlight in the assignment. The type of information you choose to mention should relate directly to the review's focus,
whether it is thematic, methodological, or chronological.	)	6
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Synthesis with evidence : Example

Here is a sample paragraph from a literature review about sexism and language:
However, other studies have shown that even gender-neutral

antecedents are more likely to produce masculine images than

••-	-	Idea

feminine ones (Gastil, 1990). Hamilton (1988) asked students to  •-	Study complete sentences that required them to fill inpronouns that agreed	description with gender-neutral antecedents such as "writer," "pedestrian," and
"persons." The students were asked to describe any image they had
when writing the sentence. Hamilton found that people imagined 3.3	Study
men  to  each woman in the masculine "generic" condition and 1.5 •-	result/

men  per  woman.

1n th e un

b1. ased

con d..1t1on. Th

us, w h'II e amb.1ent

Evidence

sexism accounted for some of the masculine bias, sexist language'	Conclusion
amplified the effect. (Source: Erika Falk and Jordan Mills, "Why Sexist	based on

Language Affects Persuasion: The Role of Homophily, Intended Audience, and Offense," Women and Language19:2.

evidence
) 1
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Synthesis of research findings: Comparing studies


Questions to ask yourself when comparing studies
1. Do the authors make similar or different arguments?
2. Are some arguments more convincing than others?
3. What kinds of data have been presented? How convincing are they?
4. Are the methodologies same or different?
5. Is one methodology more effective than others? Why?
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\f\friting  four research-based essay
Use present tense:►

for	relating what other authors say and for discussing the literature, theoretical concepts, etc.
"In the study on Kiwi humour, Jones claims that	"►

when presenting your observations on the literature "However, Jones' evidence for concluding that Kiwis are poor at telling jokes is not convincing because	"
Use past tense:►

for	recounting events, results found, etc.
"Jones and Black conducted experiments over a ten-year period. They determined that Kiwis were a humourless lot."	)	9


Academic Style: Connecting words and phrases

	Addition	Furthermore, in addition, in addition to, moreover, also, in agreement with

	
Compa rison
	
simila rly, also, in the same way,as well as




Contrast

in contrast, on the other hand, conversely,  un like, alte rnatively, although, event hough,

however, nevertheless, despite, in spiteof



Cause and	because, since, therefore, as a  result,consequently, hence, thus,due to


	
Clarification
	
In othe r wo rds, that Is (I.e.)
	

	
lllulbllllon


lnlan1Nlcatlan
	fclrai ■mpfe, forlndance

an theCllllltrary, •	■nattaroffact,Infact
	

	
Indicators of t ime
	Finally, in conclusion, next, then, to this point, first, second..., at this stage,so far,
	10



Ackno wledgment to KEC(555301)

Re,,ie\l\ring your assignment
You have finished your draft. Use this check list to assess how you have done.
D		Have I explained clearly the justification for this topic/ question?□

What is the balance between description and comment?
· Have I missed out any important elements of the argument?
D	Have I supported the development of each step in my argument
effectively?
· Is the material presented in the most effective order?
D	Are there places where the reader is left with unanswered
questions?
· Have I explained to the reader the relevance of the evidence I
present?
D		Have I included material that is interesting but does not really contribute to the development of the argument?
· Are my references up to date?	)	11
D	How effectively have I linked all the elements?
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